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ORANGE AND BLACK  
#Bulldog Strong  

West Virginia Embraces Lady Bulldogs Basketball Team after Accident By Emily Dodds 

     On February 2nd, 2018, around 8:30 p.m., the Martinsburg High School Girls Basketball Team was on their 
way home from the Big Atlantic Classic Tournament in Beckley, West Virginia. After driving for less than two 
miles from where they played the tournament, they got into a serious bus accident while on an entrance ramp on 
Interstate 64. The bus flipped multiple times, and news of the accident quickly spread to the Martinsburg 
community. Initially, there were reports of 12 players being injured and several adults, which of course set all of 
Martinsburg and West Virginia on edge. Thankfully, by 1 a.m. on February 3rd, all the players and adults were 
medically cleared and reunited with their families and each other. Deaira Hairston, senior on the Lady Bulldogs 
Basketball Team, was able to recall what the experience was like for her and her teammates. “We just started 
flipping. Nobody really remembers how many times or what was going on while it was happening. We just 
remember waking up afterwards.”  
     After the accident, the outpouring of support the team received was abundant. “It’s been great,” Hairston 
said. “The community has really stepped up. We’ve seen that it’s really not just about basketball anymore. 
We’ve had other teams sending us baskets, cards, and flowers. Pretty much anything we’ve needed.” Hairston 
says that the school and local businesses have helped the entire team out a lot, as well. “The Governor 
especially helped us. He really did a lot of things for us right after the accident,” Hairston said, referring to West 
Virginia Governor Jim Justice, who provided the players and their families with much 
needed hotel rooms. After the accident, the team has pushed through and all but two of 
the players are back out on the court.  
     On February 14th, the team played its first game back since the accident. “It was 
definitely emotional, but it felt really great playing with my team again,” Hairston 
recalls. Despite everything that has happened with the team, Hairston says she sees big 
things for the team in the remainder of their season. “Everything has brought us 
closer. It’s only going to make us better at the end of the day. I know if we keep doing 
us and playing together, everything will be fine.”  Flowers of support from 

Parkersburg High School 



 

 

Martinsburg High School February 2019 

2 

1

      Martinsburg bathrooms are a 
very hot topic for anyone that uses 
them. Overall it’s an embarrassment 
for any outsiders and the population 
of the school itself. There are 
countless problems in the student 
bathrooms, and they add up fast. 
There are only 5 girls and 5 boys 
bathrooms that you are able to use 
throughout the school day. T The 
most stalls in a bathroom is 4 and 
that is in 2/5 bathrooms. The 
bathrooms containing the most stalls 
are also the ones that aren’t used as 
frequently. There is only a certain 
amount of time between each class 
and only so many stalls available.  
     Some problems that the 
bathrooms face are half of the sinks 
are broken, there are no paper 
towels, the soap dispensers are 
always empty or filled with hand 
sanitizer, there is no hot water, there 
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are only trash cans in certain stalls, 
some of the locks are broken, and 
they are just dirty. Not to mention the 
smell. Senior Nolej Watson says,” I 
wish people would have more respect 
for themselves and the bathrooms.”               
     Some things that students of MHS 
said would help are, paper towels, 
baskets on the back of stall doors to 
hold belongings, new sinks or faucets, 
all locks to work correctly, trash cans 
in every stall (mainly girls bathrooms), 
plenty of soap, and air refreshers 
placed on the walls. Some of these 
editions are very small, but would 
make a drastic difference. Also, 
these problems aren’t recent they 
have been happening for years 
and it’s time for a change. It would 
make the bathrooms nicer and 
Martinsburg’s environment better as a 
whole. 

Editorial: We Deserve Nicer Bathrooms By Hailey Rudy 

Broken lock 

Missing sink and old 
mirror 

Missing soap dispenser 

No products in wall dispenser 

No place to throw things away Students hanging out  
during lunch. 

Empty Soap 
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Editorial:  Where’s the School Spirit? By Marah Francis 

Four State Comic-Con By Abigail Emmons 

Although Martinsburg High School’s athletic success has created a great sense of pride throughout 
our community, the spirit that lives within the walls of MHS is rather questionable. Walking around the 
school, you may see an occasional bulldog taped to the walls or the lines of trophy cases by the cafeteria. 
There are only a few places in our school sporting our colors orange and black, while the rest of the 
building is dully painted a beige or green color. On Friday nights, you will see a group of students in our 
student section shouting in support for whatever event they are at. However, the rest of the student body 
seems to be lacking in the participation to support their peers.   

Diving deeper into the matter, I asked Junior, Grace Stancil, on her opinion of the lack of school 
spirit amongst students. She said, “I believe that they probably have poor school spirit because they don’t 
feel like they’re ‘apart’ of the school, and we should do more to make everyone feel welcomed at 
Martinsburg.” Our school runs on the stats of our athletics. For a lot of students, if you aren’t involved in 
sports, you may not feel like you have anything special to offer this school, or even be a part of this school. 
It is important to be comfortable and feel welcomed and cared for in a place you’re at almost every day. If 
we find ways to be more inclusive to all clubs and activities in this school, maybe we’d have more students 
clapping at the pep rallies.   
 

     The Four State Comic-Con has comics, anime, sci-fi, and cosplay, which is the practice of dressing up as 
a character from a movie, book, or video game, especially one from the Japanese genres of manga and 
anime. This event started in 2016 and it has been happening every year since. This event is full of amazing 
things to do. You can win contests, meet celebrities like Lori Allen (Fantastic 4), Gene Snitsky (WWE 
wrestler), Jeremy Ambler (Walking Dead), and Monique Dupee (Scream Queen!). There are also going to be 
live music and cosplayers. The cosplayers coming are Kayley Marie, Magami Cupcake, and Cheerykokiri 
Cosplay.There are a lot of comic and memorabilia vendors. They will have numerous events going on. There 
will be an Escape Room, board games, and Pokemon Go!.There are a lot of things to do. Ticket prices vary 
depending on the day of the week. The event takes place in Hager Hall, Hagerstown MD on March 23-24, 
2019. If you want to know more information you can go to their official webpage www.fourstatecon.com 
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Making a Difference in Black History By Orange and Black Staff 

Chadwick Boseman is a well-respected African American 
actor from South Carolina.  He has played many iconic roles 
such as Jackie Robinson in 42, James Brown in Get on Up, 
Thurgood Marshall in Marshall, and his most popular role of 
T’Challa in the Marvel Cinematic Universe’s Black Panther.  
The Black Panther is an African superhero that is the king of 
the make believe country of Wakanda.  The movie portrayed 
many examples of African culture, which led to an extensive 
fanbase for the story of Black Panther and for Chadwick 
himself. 

Chadwick Boseman 

For millions of young athletes, reaching the Olympics is a wild 
and unrealistic goal.  However, this dream became a reality for 
Martinsburg High School alumni, Vicky Bullett. Bullet grew 
up in Martinsburg, West Virginia, with her six brothers and 
became a star basketball player.  At Martinsburg High School, 
Vicki excelled and drew the attention of college basketball 
programs around the country.  Bullet decided to play basketball 
for the University of Maryland Terrapins, where she became 
one of the most decorated women’s basketball players in the 
school’s history.  After her college career, Bullet was selected to 
be a member of the 1988 and 1992 United States Olympic 
Teams, which won gold and bronze medals.  Her Olympic 
experience was followed by a career in the Women’s National 
Basketball Association.  Bullet played for the Charlotte Sting 
and the Washington Mystics, and set multiple records in the 
WNBA.  Vicki was also inducted into the Women’s Basketball 
Hall of Fame.  Bullet has now retired from professional playing 
and was recently hired as the head coach of the West Virginia 
Wesleyan College women’s basketball team. 

Vicky Bullett 

Alex Haley is a well-known African American writer.  He was 
born in Ithaca, New York on August 11, 1921. He is best known 
as the author of the famous book Roots.  Roots is based on Alex 
Haley’s family history.  It details the life of Kunta Kinte as he is 
sold into the slave trade after being abducted from his African 
village, and then taken to the United States. Haley’s book was 
turned into a television show, which began airing in 1977.  The 
show had record viewings of 130 million viewers.  Another book 
that Haley wrote is Malcolm X.  Malcolm X  was also turned into 
a hit movie.  Haley brought to life the struggles of African 
Americans.  He was an inspirational writer who stood up for 
African Americans.  Alex Haley died on February 10, 1992. 

Alex Haley 
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Black History Contributors (Continued) 
Kevin Hart is an actor, comedian, and producer born in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.  His career started up in 2001 when he was casted for the 
show Undeclared. Although it only lasted for one short season, he then 
got cast to other famous works like Scary Movie 3 and 4, and Along Came 
Polly, and The 40 Year-Old Virgin.  

He recently did a Netflix special where he talked about various historic 
African Americans who are lesser known, like Henry “Box” Brown and 
Mae Jemison.  In Kevin Hart’s Guide to Black History, he dives further 
into their missions and achievements.  It is an educational film, but he 
adds his comedic style to entertain us for the hour where he narrates 
stories to tell his daughter who is angry at the white community to 
calm her down.  

 Kevin Hart is currently the number one comedian on the Hollywood 
Reporter’s Top Comedians chart.  His Irresponsible Tour in 2018 was the 
most successful comedy tour and the first to reach the one million 
dollar mark on tickets sold. 

Michael Jordan is a famous basketball player who played for the 
Chicago Bulls from 1984-1993 and 1995-1998.  He then played for the 
Washington Wizards from 2001-2003.  Jordan was born in Brooklyn, 
New York on February 17, 1963.  He is the current team owner of the 
Charlotte Hornets.  While he was playing, he won six NBA 
Championships (1991-1993, 1996-1998), six NBA Finals MVP (1991-
1993, 1996-1998), 5 NBA Most Valuable Player (1988, 1991, 1992, 1996, 
1998). His strong worth ethic and his love of basketball have inspired 
generations of young people to play basketball. 

Michelle Obama was born and raised in the south side of Chicago, 
Illinois.  She attended Princeton University where she majored in 
Sociology and graduated cum laude.  She eventually got her law 
degree from Harvard University in 1988, becoming the third First Lady 
to have a post graduate degree. Ms. Obama was the First Lady of the 
United States from 2009-2017.  Throughout her time in the White 
House she advocated for women’s rights, and better health programs 
for children and all Americans. One of her biggest programs was the 
Let’s Move campaign, which promoted exercise for children and 
adults. Ms. Obama is married to Barack Obama and they have two 
daughters, Sasha and Malia. 

Kevin Hart 

Michael Jordan 

Michelle Obama 
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     The Girls Basketball led by Coach Kyle Triggs ended their regular season last week. Their record was 13-
7 while they hold first place in Berkeley County and fifth place in the state. The Boys Basketball team led by 
Coach Dave Rogers ended their regular season last week also. Their record was 22-0. This is the first time in 
history a team has gone undefeated and that both the football and basketball team have gone undefeated in the 
same year. The boys are first place in the county and first place in the state. Coach Bruce Fowler explained, 
“You don’t plan to go undefeated, it wasn't a goal, it just started to happen. As it is happening, we don’t talk 
about it, we didn’t feel pressure till now that we ended the regular season. Being first in the state gives us a 
big advantage. We must refocus.”  
     The swim team also qualified for states. Nathan Schweinebraten, Noah Hobson, Josh Thomas, Camden 
Burnet, and Klene  all traveled to states. They came in 12th in 2the 200 free relay and 18th in  the 900 
free relay.  
      The wrestling team made an incredible showing at states this year which was held at the Big Sandy Arena 
in Huntington, West Virginia February 21-23.  Dylan Trachoir came in 2nd place overall in his weight class 
while Michael Cullinane came in 5th place overall in his weight class. 

Winter Sports Wrap-Up By Joe Bokey 

Black History Contributors (continued) 

Oprah Winfrey is a television producer, actress, author, talk show 
host, and philanthropist.  Her full name is Oprah Gail Winfrey.  She 
was born in Kosciusko, Mississippi on January 29, 1954.  Her first TV 
show that she hosted was People Are Talking in 1976. She then became a 
host for her own show The Oprah Winfrey Show.  The show stayed on 
for 25 seasons.  She later started her own TV network called OWN 
(Oprah Winfrey Network). Oprah is the richest African American 
Woman in the 20th Century. Life magazine named her The Most 
Influential Person of the Year.  She has raised more than $50 million for 
charities. In 2018, she was honored to be the first African American 
woman to receive a Golden Globe. Winfrey has also written several 
influential books: What I Know for Sure, Journey to Beloved, and The 

Oprah Winfrey 



 

 

Martinsburg High School February 2019 
 

7 

Track Team Gets a Jump on the Season by Sean Albon 

This	year	MHS	Track	has	a	new	head	coach	in	Mr.	Walters.	Track	
conditioning	started	back	in	December	but	the	season	officially	starts	on	
February	25th.	There	was	a	meeting	on	February	13th	that	discussed	
what	will	happen	during	the	season	and	important	meet	dates.		 

Coach	Walters	expects	big	things	from	the	track	team	this	year.	
He	says	“We	have	to	build	a	culture	of	excellence,	which	means	that	we	
have	to	excel	in	everything:	in	the	classroom,	on	the	track,	and	in	our	
personal	lives.	We	also	have	to	challenge	each	other	every	day	to	grow,	
regardless	of	whether	or	not	an	athlete	has	been	here	5	years	or	is	only	
just	coming	in	for	their	first	year,	but	the	biggest	thing	is	we	have	to	
support	each	other	through	everything	we	do.”		 

He	has	high	hopes	for	the	whole	team,	but	he	says	he	sees	a	lot	of	talent	in	boys	hurdles	
and	girls	sprints	the	most.	“On	paper,	these	two	areas	are	our	strongest	on	the	team,	however,	in	order	to	
be	successful	we	must	have	significant	contributions	from	every	group	on	the	team.”		 

Senior	Alisha	Joseph	says	she's	also	excited	about	this	season.	She	expects	to	go	to	states	again	this	year	in	
the	4x100m	and	4x200m	and	plans	to	do	it	again	by	“going	to	practice	everyday	and	executing	the	race	with	smooth	
handoffs.”		 
 

Teachers Strike In Opposition to Senate Bill 451 
By Livvy Mills 

					 Last	year	the	West	Virginia	state-wide	teacher	strike	was	a	very	popular	
topic	throughout	the	year.	The	idea	had	been	brought	back	to	the	
surface	recently	with	another	state-wide	strike	which	occurred	on	
February	19	and	February	20.	The	bill	was	passed	with	an	18-16	vote	in	
Senate	and	is	called	“Omnibus	Education	Reform	Bill	451.”	Some	of	the	
proposals	made	throughout	this	bill	include,	bringing	charter	schools	
into	the	state,	adding	education	saving	accounts	and	requiring	
employees	to	sign	off	on	deduction	dues.	Several	teachers	throughout	
Martinsburg	High	School	participated	in	this	state-wide	work	stoppage,	
which	included	picketing	in	front	of	Martinsburg	High	School.	English	

Teacher,	Mrs.	Elliott	said,	“Honestly,	when	I	found	out	we	were	going	on	strike	again	my	first	emotions	
were	angry	and	sad.	We	had	nothing	near	the	support	we	had	last	year	during	the	strike,	which	was	
upsetting.	I	was	happy	that	this	only	took	one	day	to	make	them	realize	how	serious	we	are	about	this.”	
The	situation	still	is	not	completely	resolved,	but	the	teachers	will	stop	at	nothing	to	make	sure	the	
employees	get	the	justice	they	deserve	and	students	are	protected.		 
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Starbuck’s CEO Hints at Bid for 2020 
Election  

by Tanner Boeckmann 

     Starbuck’s CEO Howard Schultz hinted that he would run for president at an event in Santa Monica, 
California, on Thursday, February 21. Schultz may seem like an unknown figure to most, but he’s actually 
the businessman behind the popular coffee chain, Starbucks. Schultz, a known democrat, said that he would 
run as an independent, and described many other subjects at his event.  
      It seems that Schultz is wanting to split the parties. He wants to get the democratic vote while also 
making it seem like he could do things that Donald Trump promised, which would in turn please 
Republicans as well. Already, people are drawing comparisons between Schultz and Trump. Like Trump, 
Schultz is also a well-known businessman, but unlike Trump, Schultz would have the backing of many 
other Democratic voters.  
Though not many people recognize who he is, MHS student Claire Stancil, who has mostly conservative 
views, knew a little about him. When asked if she thinks his campaign will take off, she responded, “I don’t 
think it’ll go anywhere. There are definitely more popular people who would run against him.” Stancil also 
found it interesting that Schultz would be running as an independent stating, “It seems like a conflict of 
interest, that Schultz would run as an independent, but be a registered Democrat.” So far with his 
announcements, Schultz is mirroring what Donald Trump did, running as an independent, before swooping 
in to get the party nomination.  
     Overall, it is too soon to tell if Schultz’s campaign will go anywhere since he hasn’t officially announced 
that he is running. It is unlikely that he would beat out other democratic hopefuls like Kamala Harris, 
Elizabeth Warren, or Bernie Sanders. He may just be another hopeful person trying to grab some attention 
in the 2020 race.   
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